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Sparks of Dalit women
Welcome to the first edition of SPARKS, a newsletter for and by Dalit 

Women.  This is an effort by the Insight Foundation, in keeping with its 
vision and objective, to provide a platform for young Dalit women, and 
to promote their leadership.  This is our first and humble effort in this 
direction.  We are grateful for the support of the Dalit Foundation in this 
endeavour.  

SPARKS will be the voice of the young Dalit women of India.  As in 
every other sphere, Dalit women are often co-opted into the mainstream 
and their specific issues, concerns and sensitivities are subsumed under 
either the “larger” concerns of the community or of women.  It is a case 
of their issues falling between the cracks. We at SPARKS will therefore 
make it a point to take the “worm’s eye view” as opposed to the “bird’s 
eye view” of issues.  This is because the issues of Dalit women continue 
to be really at the grassroots. Every edition will include a section with 
reports in which Dalit women figure – as survivors, protagonists, maybe 
as victims too. Please contribute.  

SPARKS will be nowhere if we miss your participation.  For this issue, 
being the first and inaugural issue, we have included some material of 
interest on, by and for Dalit women. After this, the ball is in your court: 
you have to take advantage of the space, fill it, occupy it, take centre-
stage. Hence we invite your participation. Send in your creative output 
– drawings, poems, stories.  Make announcements, share reports and 
information.  

Yes, we know…..Language. SPARKS is an English-language publication, 
and an e-newsletter to boot. How many Dalit women have e-access, can 
write or use English???….yes, we are aware of these things. All we can say 
is - the space and the platform are now available. We need to communi-
cate not only among ourselves but also with the world. Can we as Dalit 
women afford to get left out?  Let us also understand our limitations, and 
then – try to overcome them! Maybe we will use our limited knowledge 
of English to write a letter, then a small report, then a poem, or a story 
– slowly, our skill and confidence will grow.  Any other publication may 
not give the space. We may be able to provide you the space. So use it, 
make your voice heard, your concerns known. Your opinions, reports, 
contributions are welcome. Let them roll in!

A Dalit woman writing poetry in English! A contradiction 
in terms? See what you think of these two poems penned by 
Cynthia Stephen. Till next time, 
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Nowhere to hide
-Cynthia Stephen

Nowhere to hide.
Under this black hide

Flows a tide that
Is red.

This stuff will not 
come off, wear off

Or be stripped
Off, like peel from fruit.  

Even if you boil and 
cool for forty minutes

the black will not blanch.

And yes, I am red inside.  
More than you.

And in my skull 
is grey matter.

And right in my core, 
I too bear eggs, that

will ripen into 
plump, black smil-

ing babies who
will also lisp ‘ma’ like yours.

No, my nails are not 
long, painted – they
Are short, rimmed 

with black dirt.

I smell, not of jasmine but 
of sweat. Like my man –
We work under the sun. 

It burns us black.
We have nowhere to hide.

But under this black 
hide runs a red tide.
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Washer woman
-Cynthia Stephen

My life is full 
of colour.

Black, red yel-
low white. Pink.

Not violet in-
digo blue green 
yellow orange.

But …the soap-
suds – grey, 
topped by a 
white flood
Of bubbles, 
shaded in 

Violet indigo 
blue green yellow 

orange – they 
Burst, run away 
with the dirt-

laden detergent.
Pile up in a 

white cloud at 
the drain-hole.

Turmeric. 
Chilly powder. 

Salt. Onion.
Yellow. Red. 
White. Pink. 

My meal a black 
Ball of Ragi.

Policemen throw two 
Dalit girls into floodwater 

http://www.indiapress.org/gen/news.php/Deccan_Herald/400x60/0 

Patna: Two minor Dalit girls were drowned as a policeman 
threw them into floodwaters because they were collecting firewood 
from his orchard in Bihar on Wednesday,   alleged angry villagers. 

Kamli, 10, and Chandni, 8, of Manipur village in Sa-
mastipur district, about 90 km from here, were allegedly 

thrown into floodwater by Lalal Singh, a Bihar Military Po-
lice constable, for collecting firewood from his orchard. 

“The girls died as they did not know how to swim,” said Ar-
jun Paswan, Chandni’s father. Samastipur district magistrate 

N Sharwan Kumar who has ordered a probe into the incident 
said, “Stringent action will be taken against the policeman.” 

Singh was reportedly under the influence of liq-
uor at the time of the incident.

The villagers held a demonstration with the girls’ bodies and 
blocked the Samastipur-Darbhanga Road, demanding Singh’s 

arrest. He was reportedly absconding. The incident high-
lights the plight of the socially marginalised community. 

Four days ago, Navin Kumar Paswan, a nine-year-old Dalit 
boy of Purnea district, lost one of his eyes after he was hit by the 
headmaster  for demanding more food at the mid-day meal in his 
school. Recently, three Dalit girls studying in Class I,  were alleg-

edly branded with hot iron for refusing to clean the classroom. 

Dalit woman 
sarpanch attacked

http://www.indiapress.org/gen/news.php/The_Tribune/400x60/0

Yamunanagar, August 23 

Unidentified armed persons attacked the woman sarpanch of Ala-
har village of Radaur block here. The sarpanch who belongs to the 
Scheduled Caste was alone at her house at the time of the attack. 

Police sources said a boy and girl belonging to a minority 
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All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, New 
Delhi was in news, re-
cently for the caste 
atrocities committed on 
Dalitbahujan medical 
students. The Dalitba-
hujan medical students 
and activists are fighting 
the atrocities of caste 
Hindu faculties lead by 
Dr. Venugopal, Director. 
Students, activists and 
intellectuals participat-
ing in one such protest 
march against caste dis-
crimination in Delhi. 
Photo: Hayato 

community had eloped recently. They had 
written a letter to the DC, the SP, the SHO 
and the sarpanch Kaushlya in which they had 
written that no villager should be harassed for 
their disappearance. They said they had decid-
ed to marry and not to return to the village.

The alleged attackers were under the im-
pression that the sarpanch leaked the let-
ter and attacked her, said police sources. 

However, the sarpanch who was admitted 
to a private hospital said that she had re-

ported the letter to the authorities. — TNS

Dalit woman, two
children burnt alive 

http://www.punjabnewsline.
com/content/view/5347/38/ 

Punjab, Thursday, 23 August 2007 

FATEHGARH SAHIB: A woman belonging to 
Valmiki community and her two minor children were 
burnt alive in a devastating fire at village Hargana of 
Khamano sub division of district Fatehgarh Sahib.  

According to information received, Kulwinder 
Kaur and her two children were alone in house 
when their house caught fire. When people no-

ticed the smoke from the house, they immediately 
rushed to the spot and found serious burn injuries 

on the bodies of mother and her two children. 

They were immediately taken to Civil Hos-
pital, Fatehgarh Sahib. Kulwinder Kaur and 
one child succumbed to injuries at the Civil 
Hospital while her other child succumbed 

to injuries at PGIMR, Chandigarh. 

The exact reason for the fire is yet to be as-
certained by the police. There is a possibil-

ity of stove burst while cooking meals. 

Khamano DSP Balwant Singh reached the spot 
and made inquiries. He said that the parents of 

Kulwinder Kaur, who hails from Rupnanger district 
had been called to verify the possibility of any foul 

play. He said that police has recorded the statement 
of various people and are questioning the in-laws of 
Kulwinder Kaur. He said that investigations are on.
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